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16/16 PEDIGREE ANALYSIS
Many of you have used the Japanese 16/16 analysis to
examine in the “Japanese Style” the contemplated
joinings, within your herd. Tak Suzuki of the Megalong
valley in Australia offers this service. Tak makes the
following observations of the system and it’s intent.
We use a pedigree analysis to asses the mix as to the
probability of heritable influences from the Japanese
subgenome or prefectural strains which must be first
identified with each individual. From analysis of
variables an assessment can deliver a prediction of the
potential outcome of any joining in key traits
including marbling, growth and milk production. The
method addresses the traditions of Japanese black cattle

breeding as described by Mr. Kemichi Ono, author of
the authoritative “Japanese 100 Wagyu “, who suggest
that successful breeding of Wagyu is to:
1. understand the characteristics of each strain.
2. Plan combinations to cover each weak point 		
of individual strains.
3. Not overemphasize a strain.
Visit Wagyu.org to see a description of the genetic lines
of Wagyu in the U.S. and click here for a complete guide
by Charles T. Gaskins of Washington State University
The Japanese have been using this method of analysis
for quite a while and seem to have gotten it right.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Our annual conference is just around the corner and we
just got a look at the plans being made by our members
in Florida, and let me tell you they have really taken
the bit between their teeth, and are off and running.
They’ve expanded the target audience to hopefully
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bring in all aspects of the near and far cattle business. It
promises to be the best conference yet and if you know
our Florida contingent you know it will be a good one.
Make sure you block off October 21st through the 23rd
on your calendar. See you in Florida.
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VERSATILITY
OF THE WAGYU BREED
Opinion Piece - Response from March edition - Martin Andersen (AWA Member)
As an experienced cattleman and a long time Wagyu
breeder I believe that one of the greatest attributes of
the Wagyu breed is its versatility relative to the options
we have in producing high quality beef. There are a
myriad of strategies relative to the percentage, length of
feed programs and types of feed. No doubt, they all
ultimately end with a better quality product than an
animal without any Wagyu genetics.
It seems that one of the issues we face is the matching
our products to market demand. I agree with Mr. Morris
from last month’s editorial that the F1 market is strong
and there definitely is a place for F1s in the meat industry. But, I don’t see a resistance to high percentage or
fullblood Wagyu. These cattle grade more consistently at
the higher BMS levels than F1s. Some time ago, a long
time Wagyu breeder told me 25% of F1s will perform
like Wagyu and 25% will perform like the cross. The
remaining 50% will perform like a cross bred. So, in the
long run 40% to 60% would grade prime.
High percentage animals do much better than that on
the grading scale and while we do both high-percentage
and fullblood, we don’t see a big difference in the meat
quality or percentage of prime carcasses. Why should
animals be discounted for grading prime, this seems like
an education opportunity and somewhere along the line
the customer had failed to understand how the BMS
scale works?

For us, cost of gain is a tricky item. It matters little what
the cost of gain is if you don’t reach the right markets
and end up selling above prime quality beef in a
traditional market. We need to find markets that value
Wagyu beef quality. One could invest a little more in the
percentage of Wagyu and achieve much better results.
Does this matter to your customer is really the question.
Another advantage to high percentage cattle is the
heterosis of the cross bred mothers. They milk well,
are excellent foragers, calve unassisted, are very fertile,
are structurally correct, are the right size (not to big or
small), no foot or eye problems. I could go on and on.
So, not only do you get a superior cow you get a calf
which does great on the rail. They work very well in our
system and provide us with great carcass consistency.
I feel the Association can help the market understand
the overall quality benefits by promoting the Wagyu
breed and its benefits. How we as producers manage
the numerous options this breed allows us in determining the right combinations is our job. Then we market
our own unique approach and even better, we market
the great quality of the beef. The market is there for
high quality beef products. Supply is a primary issue
at the higher end and we need to focus on increasing
high quality above-prime Wagyu beef not necessarily on
branding what percentage Wagyu.
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JBS LIKES WAGYU
JBS the U.S. and the world’s largest meatpacker has
expressed an interest in Wagyu. For those of you who
might not know, JBS is a Brazilian company that is
family owned and has a very large presence in the U.S.
and the world market. They are certainly the biggest U.S.
beef processor having purchased Swift & Company as
a start and expanding from there. They have processing
plants throughout the world and balance their supply of
beef with the needs of customers and with the cost of
money. A very complete operation.

week but shortly plan on increasing to 250 a week.
We’ll follow developments but you can bet if it turns a
profit in AU, JBS will be looking for opportunities here.

JBS has a facility in Australia and have teamed with a
local meat company, Andrew Meats to establish what
JBS called a “long term commitment to the Wagyu
breed.” They’re starting off small with 100 F-1’s per

Photo and Logo from JBS website

WAGYU CATTLE BUYER$
A Bar N Ranch
contact Cade Nichols 972-978-9296

Jackman Florida Wagyu Beef
contact Mark Hoegh 903-910-9121

A to Z Feeders
contact Jim Skartvedt 712-243-4515

Mishima Reserve Wagyu Beef
contact Shane Lindsay 208-941-3793

Agri Beef
contact Office 208-338-2500

Morris Stock Farm
contact Joe Morris 806-922-5274

Imperial Wagyu Beef
contact Lawrence Adams 402-426-8512

Raines Farm, LLC
contact J.R. Hayden 318-791-9402

* If anyone else is in the market for stocker calves, feeder calves or fats just send us an e-mail with your
contact information and we’ll post you to our buyers list. *
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THE
STEAKS ARE HIGH, HIGH, HIGHER
from the editors desk
The headline indicates the status of this year’s Texas
Wagyu Association Sixth Annual Sale. This sale is the
longest running sale in the breed and once again was a
lot more than just a sale. This year there were over 200
attendees from 20 States and Australia and Canada. The
program started off on Friday with a Wagyu burger
lunch which, as usual was very well received. Then the
Sale Manager Rob Schacher conducted a live animal
evaluation , followed by Casey Worrell’s introduction to
ultrasound. CattleMax explained the details of their program and expounded on the need for recording all the
data on your herd animals. All in all a solid educational
presentation, that was followed up with a Wagyu Fajita
dinner.The Saturday Sale started with a brisket beef
lunch. The results of the sale are reported here separately, but in summary the sale worked very well. The
numbers speak for themselves, however an even better
summary would say “Nobody went away hungry”.
Congratulations to the Texas Wagyu Association for
sponsoring such a great sale and a very positive
presentation of the breed.

Sale Results:
Sale Manager/Auctioneer:
Schacher Auction Services/Rob Schacher
Sale Chairman:
Bubba Kay
11 Open Fullblood Yearling Heifers gross $108,750
Avg…$9,886
9 Mature Open Fullblood Donors gross $65,000
Avg…$7,222
20 Fullblood Females gross $173,750 Avg…$8,687
12 Fullblood Black Bulls gross $91,250 Avg…$7,604
1 Purebred Open Heifer $2,200
1 Percentage Pair $4,000
4 Percentage Bred Females gross $10,600 Avg…$2,650
1 Percentage open Heifer $2,000
1 Red Fullblood Bull $7,000
1 Flush $5,000
3 Pregnancies gross $15,000 Avg…$5,000
28 Embryos gross $21,350 Avg…$762.50
105 Units Semen gross $7,550 Avg…$71.90
Highlights:
Top Selling Bulls: – $15,000 - HW Itofujimichi 61Y,
Sired by TF Itomichi 1/2, Calved 3/2/11, consigned by
Sutton Creek Cattle Co. LLC, Baker City, OR,
Purchased by Foxhedge Farms, Franklin, TN
$11,500 – TRR Itoshigenami Emperor, Sired by Heart
Brand Red Emperor, Calved 9/23/13, Consigned by
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RESULTS (CONT.)
Turner River Ranch, Medina, TX, Purchased by Kahlig
Ranches, San Antonio, TX.
$10,000 – MR Broken Arrow Itomichi, Sired by World’s
K Michifuku, Calved 11/10/10, Consigned by Broken
Arrow Ranch, Palestine, TX, Purchased by Jerry
Pettijohn, Dublin, TX
$10,000 – BLB MR Taiho 1315, Sired by World’s k
Michifuku, Calved 1/6/13, Consigned by Brandon
Baker, Kingsbury, TX, Purchased by B’Mann Farms,
Houston, TX
Top Selling Females:
$13,000 – JC MS Haruki 111, Sired by World’s K Haruki
2, Calved 2/8/14, Consigned by Chisholm Cattle Co,
Wimberly, TX, Purchased by Ed Traylor, Dutton, AL

$10,750 – TR MS Yasufukakemi 3025, Sired by LTR
Itomazakemi 1117, Calved 10/3/13, Consigned by
Tebben Ranch, Floresville, TX, Purchased by B’Mann
Farms, Houston, TX
$10,500 – KR MS Grid Maker, Sired By KR Mich-400351, Calved 2/12/14, Consigned by Kay Ranch, Manor,
TX, Purchased by Branson Wagyu, Weatherford, TX
$10,500 – Lotus Lady 71, Sired by Bar R Sanjirou 44K,
Calved 2/11/11, Consigned by B&J Cattle Co,
Hamilton, TX, Purchased by Ed Traylor, Dutton, AL
The growth and enthusiasm over
the last seven years in this event has
been successful beyond expectations and has sparked interest in
the Wagyu Breed nationwide.

US WAGYU MAXIMIZING DNA RESULTS WITH GENEPROB
The American Wagyu Association (AWA) is maximizing
the use of DNA results for genetic conditions through
the use of GeneProb. GeneProb is a analysis tool that
was developed by Prof Brian Kinghorn and Dr Richard
Kerr at the University of New England, Australia and
utilizes the basic principles of inheritance to estimate
the probabilities of specific genes being present in a
wider, related population than the animals with DNA

test results available. Hence it is ideally suited to Breed
Association databases where pedigree relationships have
been collected over many generations.
GeneProb analysis are now being routinely conducted
for Chediak Higashi Syndrome (CHS), Claudin 16
Deficiency Type 1 (CL16), Spherocytosis (B3) and
Factor XI (F11) with the results for individual animals
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GENEPROB (CONT.)
being displayed on the Animal Inquiry Listing Page that
is available on the American Wagyu Association website.
The code explanation for GeneProb results are listed in
table 1.

The most common use of GeneProb is to track
recessive genetic conditions by identifying the
probability that an animal is a carrier based on its
pedigree.

EXAMPLE :

The American Wagyu Association had decided to use
GeneProb to assist breeders, using Wagyu in their
program to make decisions on the management of
any genetic conditions that may be present. Registered
breeders can now focus their efforts on the animals that
need testing, rather than just blindly testing all animals.
GeneProb allows Wagyu breeders to maximize the
usefulness of the DNA test results stored, while
minimizing the number of animals that need testing.

Genetic Test Codes:
(B3FU) (CHS 50%) (CL16 1%) (F11FU)
GeneProb results indicating that this
animal has a 50% probability of being a CHS
carrier, 1% probability of being an CL16 carrier
and free but not tested for B3 and F11.

Table 1. Code Explanation (First two-four characters indicate Genetic Condition)
_ _F

Indicates that the sample submitted for this animal has been tested and found to be free of the causative mutation
responsible for the indicated Genetic Condition. This animal is homozygous free, meaning that it has two copies of
the normal variant (or allele) of the gene.

_ _C

Indicates that the sample submitted for this animal has been tested and found to be a carrier of the causative
mutation responsible for the indicated Genetic Condition. This animal is heterozygous for the mutation, meaning
that it has one mutant allele and one normal allele. This animal could pass the mutation to approximately half of
its progeny.

__

%

_ _FU

8

Indicates that, based on pedigree information supplied by the breeder of the animal, the animal has a chance to be
a carrier of the mutation responsible for the indicated Genetic Condition but has not been tested. The higher the
indicated percentage, the larger the chance the animal may be a carrier. Breeders are recommended to test this
animal for the Genetic Condition prior to using this animal in a breeding program.

Indicates that, based on pedigree information supplied by the breeder of the animal, the animal is expected to be
free of the mutation responsible for the indicated Genetic Condition but has not been tested. However, this animal
has not been tested for the causative mutation and the American Wagyu Association, Inc provides no guarantee as
to the animal’s “free” status.
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WHY
EPD’s
from the editors desk
At a recent meeting of Wagyu producers I heard the
following comment “Why do we need EPD’s,(Expected
Progeny Differences) we have enough information with
data from other producers, through the Wagyu breeders
page on Facebook, not to mention the Japanese 16/16
profile.”
Now I’m sure there are those among us who frankly
don’t need EPD’s. These are the members who have
built a very viable business supplying seed stock to new
breeders or meat to a solid clientele base. In the early
stage of breed development, these breeders are essential
but a breed cannot survive based essentially on hearsay.
EPD’s take us to the next level of development, and in
fact you, the AWA membership, and the breed itself will
need them if we are to go beyond being another “fad”,
such as Emu, Ostriches or yes even High Line.

EPD’s show the value of a particular trait, when
compared to other animals, within the breed. It follows
that the more information we have on a particular trait
the better the value of the information. Traits have
been identified for almost any function of animal
development and with DNA the information is expanding. Traits such as calving ease, milking ability, weaning
weight, yearling weight etc. have long been a buyers tool.
The problem is we don’t have the needed information
to establish EPD’s. We really need any and all to collect
data whenever they can and submit it to the Association.
Producers can record birth weights, weaning weights ,
and maybe yearling weights. Along the line some effort
has to be made to secure grade and yield information,
but it’s possible.
For further Information click here

EPD’s are the language of the industry. To move into
the industry we will have to speak that language. The
current sources of information mentioned above may
be viewed essentially as anecdotal, while some would
argue the 16/16 analysis is more than that, it is not
anywhere near scientific in a current sense, nor is it the
language of the U.S. cattle industry. We need EPD’s
because EPD’s define an animal in accordance with a
widely accepted standard.
EPD’s are the buyer and sellers tool to evaluate an
animal and its potential for use in his or hers situation.
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WHY
WAGYU SHOULD RECORD WITH BREEDPLAN - 3 PART SERIES
from the editors desk

BR

EEDPLA

N

Why should Wagyu seed
stock producer’s performance record their animals
with BREEDPLAN? In
answering this question, we
firstly need to discuss some
general concepts regarding
genetics.

Making Genetic Improvement (Part 1)
The primary objective of the seed stock producer
should be to make genetic improvement. Genetic
improvement occurs when the average genetic value of
the offspring (e.g. the current calves) is higher than the
average genetic value of the previous generation from
which the parents were selected. In other words, the
calves that are produced are superior to their
parents. Genetic improvement can be made for either an
individual trait or across a range of traits. Leading seed
stock producers will be concentrating on making genetic
improvement for a large range of traits simultaneously,
with the relative importance given to each trait
determined by the influence that the trait has on the
profitability of the beef enterprise.
Several key factors influence the rate of genetic
improvement that is made in a seed stock herd. Seed
stock breeders need to appreciate how these factors
interact in the dynamics of their breeding herd to
ensure that long term sustainable genetic progress is
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achieved. The factors that determine the rate of genetic
improvement that is achieved are defined in countless
different formulas within the different genetic textbooks
that are available. Undoubtedly however, these factors
focus on two key areas.
The first and most important area influencing the rate
of genetic improvement that is achieved relates to the
genetic superiority of the animals that were selected
to become parents. The higher the genetic merit of
the animals selected to become parents relative to the
animals that were available for selection, the higher the
genetic improvement that can be achieved. In simple
terms, the greater the genetic superiority of the parents,
the greater the genetic improvement will be achieved.
This is often referred to as “selection intensity” or the
“selection differential”.
The second key area influencing the rate of genetic
improvement relates to the average age of the animals
that are selected to become parents. If genetic improvement is being achieved in the herd, the younger the
age of the parents that are used, the greater the genetic
improvement that will be achieved. This is a result of
the younger animals being of higher genetic merit than
the older animals in the herd. This is often referred to
as “generation length”, with a shorter generation length
being associated with greater genetic improvement.
Part 2 of the series will be in the May edition
of the AWA eNEWS

AWA

NEWSLETTER

APRIL
2015
MISSOURI WAGYU EVENT

A Wagyu Event

June 6th 2015

e
or th ...
f
e
Com ention
conv y for a
sta tion.
vaca

Springfield, Missouri

Bass Pro Shop Headquarters

Only 30 minutes from the world famous
music city, Branson!

Industry Speakers Include:
JDA, Inc Management & Promotion: marketing your Wagyu genetics & program promotion
Sexing Technologies: growing herd with SexedULTRA semen products, GrowSafe feeding
Imperial Beef: meat supply, F1 market
Michael Beatie: head of AWA, speaking on the importance of breedplan & EPD tracking
Dubas cattle Co: offering full equipment setups, silencer chutes
Dr. Jimmy Horner, Consulting Nutritionist of Protocol Technologies, Inc.: Nutritional
Components of Successful Wagyu Feeding Programs.

Make Your Plans to Attend this 2nd Annual Event
Sponsored & Hosted By:

Contact Mike Kerby for more information: 660.221.9225
11

AWA

NEWSLETTER

APRIL
2015

APR 17, 2015
Feeder Cattle Price 17-Apr-2015

West & Northwest

CO

wts
9-10
8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5
8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5
util
cn/cut
bulls

MT/WY

STEER

CA

NV/UT

Central

WA/OR
AZ/NM
/ID

TX

191-196
204-209
214-220
253-262
280-291
314-326

188-195
202-209
223-231
246-261
278-290
311-325

187-192
197-202
216-222
244-253
275-286
306-318

185-191
196-201
213-221
240-252
273-285
303-317

181-191
196-202
209-221
240-251
273-285
304-320

183-191
194-202
211-220
238-250
271-285
300-316

wts
9-10
8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5

184-189
202-208
221-230
249-260
287-299

183-190
201-209
222-233
245-261
284-300

183-188
200-206
227-236
249-260
280-292

181-187
199-205
225-235
244-259
275-291

173-187
191-205
210-234
236-258
268-290

179-187
197-206
223-235
242-256
273-288

8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5

HEIFER

COWS

107-117 99-113 107-115 102-114 104-114 102-112
99-109 94-106 98-106 97-106 92-104 94-104
125-135 124-136 124-137 119-135 122-135 121-135

util
cn/cut
bulls

DON’T FORGET...

West — Feeder cattle prices were $3 to as
much as $6 lower. Calf prices ranged from
$3 to $8 lower. Cow prices were steady to
$2 lower. — Chad Spearman
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KS/MO

STEER

ND/SD

NE

Southeast
OK

IA

AL

186-190
203-207
218-223
246-253
282-292
308-320

187-192
202-207
217-227
249-256
275-295
308-320

191-196
205-210
228-234
252-261
279-290
313-325

193-198
212-217
227-233
251-260
279-290
313-325

187-191
203-207
217-222
247-254
285-295
308-320

193-198
210-215
230-236
251-260
279-290
313-325

wts
9-10
8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5

184-188
199-204
213-220
246-256
281-293

186-190
197-205
213-225
242-262
258-282

185-190
205-211
225-234
251-262
288-300

191-196
209-215
230-239
252-263
288-300

189-193
200-205
220-227
252-262
280-292

188-193
207-213
228-237
251-262
288-300

8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5

HEIFER

COWS

108-118 107-118 105-115 106-116 116-124 105-115
104-111 100-115 100-110 100-110 108-116 98-108
132-142 132-147 123-133 128-138 139-147 125-135
Central — Feeder cattle prices were steady
to $4 lower for the week. Calves were steady
to as much as $10 lower. Market cows were
steady to $1 higher. — Troy Applehans

util
cn/cut
bulls

AR

FL

GA

LA/MS

KY/TN

182-186
200-204
212-217
235-242
265-275
293-305

185-189
198-202
215-220
243-250
272-282
303-315

181-185
194-198
209-214
230-237
263-273
291-303

185-189
198-202
212-217
233-240
265-275
292-304

184-188
200-204
215-220
236-243
262-272
293-305

184-188
208-212
211-216
235-242
270-280
278-290

185-189
193-198
210-217
232-242
260-272

184-188
195-200
213-220
240-250
260-272

178-182
194-199
208-215
230-240
259-271

182-186
197-202
211-218
232-242
260-272

185-189
195-200
211-218
234-244
270-282

181-185
194-199
213-220
233-243
258-270

STEER

HEIFER

COWS

110-118 103-113 111-119 112-120 102-112 104-110
105-110 100-110 106-113 107-114 100-108 103-108
132-138 132-142 138-144 139-145 135-145 128-137
Southeast — Feeder cattle prices were
steady to $4 lower for the week. Calf values
were $5 to $10 lower. Market cows were
steady to $1 higher. — Troy Applehans

DATES TO REMEMBER

HOUSE KEEPING RULES

2015
International Wagyu Conference
Yeppoon, QLD Australia
PASSION FOR PRIME		
Springfield, MO
AWA conference - Ocala, Fl		

Tip: AVOID DELAY!

2016
National Western Stock Show		
Denver, CO
NCBA Trade Show - San Diego, CA

May 8-10
June 6
Oct. 21-23
Jan. 18-23
Jan. 27-29

In order to insure there are no delays receiving your
DNA results or animal registrations, it is a good idea
to send in your payment to the AWA office
immediately upon ordering services or receiving
your invoice.
Thank you for your cooperation. ~ AWA Staff

