eNEWS

Official Publication

MEMORANDUM | HEALTH STUDY | DATA | GROW THE SHOW | HIGH OMEGA-3 BEEF
WORLD WAGYU CONFERENCE UPDATE | WHITE HOUSE DINNER | BREEDPLAN (PART 3) | ECO-TEC

Taste Excellence
AWA

NEWSLETTER

JUNE
2015

208-262-8100

www.wagyu.org

AWA

NEWSLETTER

JUNE
2015

A W A

MEMORANDU M

May 28, 2015
TO: AWA Membership
FROM: Ralph Valdez, AWA President
Subject: Membership Update
Thanks to our membership, the American Wagyu Association (AWA) is experiencing phenomenal growth and is
now the largest Wagyu association outside of Japan! The Wagyu breed is the fastest growing beef breed in the
United States and quite possibly the world. The leading reason for this growth is the quality of the finished product,
regardless if it is Fullblood, Purebred, or Percentage. Wagyu genetics help at all levels and each plays an important role
in our industry. Wagyu bulls have never been in such high demand.
Your AWA Board has been extremely busy this year helping our office staff deal with the growth of the Association
and supporting them to become more efficient. We have moved into a larger more efficient office, upgraded our
computer and phone systems, and are launching a new redesigned one-step registration form combining the DNA
testing and registration application forms. We have also lowered our registration fees effective February 1, 2015. As
we continue to grow, we must continue to reduce these rates as we have one of the highest registration fees in the
beef industry.
On May 8, 2015, Michael Beattie, our Executive Director, and I were honored to represent the AWA at the
Inaugural World Wagyu Congress, which was initiated and hosted by the Australian Wagyu Association. The event
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was held in Yeppoon Queensland, Australia. It was attended by Wagyu associations from Australia, England, Germany,
New Zealand, South Africa, and Spain. The event coincided with the Australian Wagyu Association’s annual general
meeting which included a 4-day outback tour to four of Australia’s leading Wagyu producers. The conference and tour
was nothing short of fantastic. Minutes from the Congress meeting will be posted on the AWA website.
I am excited to announce the AWA will host the next World Wagyu Congress (location to be determined) in 2019.
We have four years to prepare to show off American made Wagyu products and all America has to offer.
There are now approximately 20 Wagyu associations around the world registering Wagyu outside of Japan. As Wagyu
breed associations, we have much in common. It would be beneficial to all to standardize registration requirements
across countries and share genetic condition test results. What really excited me was the plan for a joint analysis
between the Australian and American data bases on carcass results using the Japanese carcass camera which will take
place in the next 12 months. These new results will be published in a new Wagyu Breeding Guide as recently produced
by the Wagyu Collaborative Genetics Research Project.
There are several AWA producers that already have and are using these cameras, but we need more. Other
options may include regional partnerships among several producers sharing the ownership and costs so as to hold
down the transportation costs. The producers that already have cameras may be willing to charge a fee to share their
camera to help offset some of their investment. AWA state affiliates may want to invest in a camera for their members.
The important thing to keep in mind is actual carcass data from this technology is the fastest way forward for genetic
improvement.
The Stock Show Committee members are reaching out to the membership to help with the National Western Stock
Show in Denver, Colorado. This is a very important event for the Wagyu breed. It provides a great setting for you to
promote your ranch and Wagyu genetics to producers from other beef breeds. We are working to make this a great
marketing event so join in and get involved in the show or volunteer to help with all the planned activities. For more
information, contact Don Brown (918) 471-5939 or Michael Goodell (715) 271-8021.
In closing, thank you for your support and dedication to the AWA and the Wagyu breed!

Ralph Valdez
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INITIAL HEALTH STUDY
from the editors desk - Paul Redner

Your American Wagyu Association has been working
toward establishing some academic studies to determine
the health benefits, if they do exist, of Wagyu beef.
The board has formatted two studies, one called the
long study and the other called the short study, both are
based on the time and to some extent the depth of the
study. We’ll look at the long study in the near future but
right now we’re in position to kick off the short study.
The objective of this study is stated as follows:
Documenting and comparing total lipids, fatty acid
composition, and lipid melting points of Fullblood
Wagyu cattle and free range chicken breasts and wild
salmon.

We’re looking for ten participants who are from
different parts of the country, who have different
climates, different terrain, and different feeds to
ship a beef rib steak frozen and on dry ice to
College Station, TX.
Here’s how you start to become involved. Simply call
Martha at the Association and she’ll register your commitment. We’ll then have to take a look at all the volunteers, to insure we’re getting the diversity
called for in the study. When we get all the necessary
information established, we will be notifying all the
selected participants with specifics on the shipping.
This is a big step forward for the breed,
jump on board and volunteer today.
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DATA TO THE NEXT LEVEL
from the editors desk - Paul Redner

By now most of us have had a look at the Australian
Wagyu Breeders Guide. This 38 page document, which
can be viewed on the Australian Wagyu Association
website, is a must for the serious Wagyu breeder. Not
only does it give a breakdown of individual sires, but
it explains a bit about all aspects of the breed, from
history to line characteristics. This Guide was presented
in conjunction with the first ever World Wagyu
Congress which is reported separately in this issue.
Wouldn’t it be nice to have an American version of this
breeders guide or better yet a World Breeders guide?
We’ve talked quite a bit about securing data in order to
take our breed to the next level, and most of us can get
together birth weights, weaning weights, and yearling
weights, but when it comes to the “hard” data, that is
the carcass information, it hasn’t been so easy.
Let’s re-examine why that’s the case, and to do that let’s
go back to how Australia does it. In Australia the
elephant in the room is the Australian Agricultural
Company. This publically traded company early on
made a commitment to the Wagyu breed and in doing so provided a focal point for collection activities.
With 60,000 animals on feed and their own kill facility
you can gather a lot of data, and there’s the rub. We
don’t have any individual facility that anywhere near
approaches AACo.’s capabilities. The Australian Wagyu
Assocation can place a grading camera and operator at
an AACo. facility and capture data in a very efficient

manner, simply because of the fact that the animals are
readily available. Before we look at this much further we
should inform you that the Japanese grading camera is
the diagnostic instrument of choice, when evaluating
Wagyu cattle, simply because it has the software to most
precisely define the degrees of marbling associated with
a particular carcass. Marbling is, of course, what we are
all about.
How can we, in the United States, efficiently secure
this data? That indeed is the question. Well the answer
is that we need a camera. Ralph Valdez, in his letter to
the membership in this newsletter, mentions several
options. We have a few members who have cameras.
Would they be willing to lend or rent them to the
Association? That would appear to be a stretch as the
cost of these cameras is in excess of $30,000 and they’re
not exactly built like a tank. So let’s assume that option
is out, then it would appear we should buy a camera.
We do indeed have the money, but would purchasing a
camera be spending it wisely, because there are always
added costs. What about an operator? We don’t have
a central kill facility so an operator would have to be
able to move to different facilities. Transportation is an
added cost. Will all the processors willingly cooperate
with us? Maybe, but maybe there is another added cost.
It is a problem that your board will be working on and
the members input would be welcome.
Why do we need this data? Simply to participate in
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DATA (CONT.)
the beef business, today. When queried about the
importance of this information Bob Estrin said
“It is imperative that we collect data, it adds value to
our product”. Now I think we’d all have to agree Bob
knows what he’s talking about. Yet how many of you
are sending in your data. All of the Fullbloods
registered should have at a minimum the birth and
weaning weights recorded and most can have the
yearling weights recorded. Our new registration form

includes a spot for that information, but what about
your already registered animals for which we have no
information. Let’s do it now. If you use Cattle Max you
can send that info to the Association or you can simply
make up a list with your animals registration number
and the corresponding weights. It doesn’t sound like
much but it will help the breed and you in the long run.

Grow The Show
The American Wagyu Association will offer a very complete program along with the
National Western Stock Show in 2016. In addition to the Show itself, we’ll have the Mile
High III Sale. The Mile High sale gives buyers the opportunity to pick up some of the show
animals literally right out of the ring.
This format has proven to be a very successful venue for the Producer who elects to
participate in the show. Think about it with the number of classes we offer the chances
for a ribbon are great and a sale animal displaying a winner’s ribbon does draw the bids.
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CHINA CREATES HIGH OMEGA-3 BEEF
Genetically modified cattle, whose beef is rich in
omega-3 fatty acids more commonly found in fish,
have been created by scientists in China. The calves
are the latest breakthrough in the controversial field
of “designer” livestock.

the survival rate was low. Improvement in this technique
is expected, but the basic problem beyond the technical
issue is “Will the general public wish to buy transgenic
beef ?”
On the other hand they could simply import Wagyu.

The scientists took eggs from Luxi yellow cattle, a
native breed prized for its beef yield, and added the
FAT1 gene borrowed from a nematode worm. This
resulted in 14 calves whose meat contained a
significantly higher level of essential omega-3 oils.
There were reported to be several hitches in the
experiment, however. Only 20 of the 94 cows implanted
with the genetically modified embryos gave birth and

For further information visit
http://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2015/05/150511091431.htm
&
http://www.foodnavigator.com/
Science/GM-cows-produce-healthier-omega-3-richbeef-say-Chinese-researchers

WAGYU CATTLE BUYER$
A Bar N Ranch
contact Cade Nichols 972-978-9296

Jackman Florida Wagyu Beef
contact Mark Hoegh 903-910-9121

A to Z Feeders
contact Jim Skartvedt 712-243-4515

Mishima Reserve Wagyu Beef
contact Shane Lindsay 208-941-3793

Agri Beef
contact Office 208-338-2500

Morris Stock Farm
contact Joe Morris 806-922-5274

Imperial Wagyu Beef
contact Lawrence Adams 402-426-8512

Raines Farm, LLC
contact J.R. Hayden 318-791-9402

* If anyone else is in the market for stocker calves, feeder calves or fats just send us an e-mail with
your contact information and we’ll post you to our buyers list. *
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2015 WORLD WAGYU CONFERENCE UPDATE
from Michael Beattie

The 2015 World Wagyu Conference was recently held last month in
Queensland, Australia. The US was represented with myself (AWA), past and
present members of our Board of Directors, and many members from across
the country. Included at the event an impressive trade display and promo video
showcasing the diverse and vibrant US Wagyu industry.
The 2015 World Wagyu Conference drew over 350 attendees from around the globe. These attendees received a wide
range of crucial information and industry challenges to help drive their respective Wagyu businesses. Effective
networking was very evident by the “buzz” that surrounded every break.
The inaugural World Congress Meeting had representatives from seven(7) countries. As hosts; the Australians
presented a draft list of objectives that was unanimously supported by those representatives. Although it is purely a
voluntary arrangement, the key objectives for the Congress were outlined as follows;
• Uniting the Wagyu industry from around the globe
• Maximizing the global market opportunity for international Wagyu producers
• Overcoming obstacles and identifying solutions to a global free market in Wagyu genetics
The approved resolutions included;
• To standardize the registration requirements across countries and so facilitate the movement of animal
genetics between countries thus reducing the effort and cost of animal registration for animals already
recorded in other countries.
• Sharing of genetic data to provide consistency and minimizing costs.
• To develop a global genetic evaluation so all animals can be ranked on a common base for all traits thus
enabling across country comparisons.
• Establishment of a Technical Committee.
The Wagyu Fullblood International Sale delivered a 100%
clearance and proceeds of over $167,000, setting benchmark
prices for the Australian industry.
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UPDATE (CONT.)
The Branded Beef Competition was highlighted during the Gala Dinner
awards presentation and at the Farewell Lunch where the attendees had an
opportunity to sample brands that were features in the competition. Also
highlighted at the Gala Dinner was the charity auction for the Royal
Flying Doctor Service. To aid in this wonderful charity, two(2) US
Members; Crescent Harbor and Joseph Decius generously donated
a US vacation each which raised over $10000....Great effort guys;
Thank you!

Photos from Tim Eshelman

At the conclusion of the 2015 Conference a Wagyu Outback Tour was held
over the next few days as an “extra” and was a great opportunity to see a
snapshot of the Australian Outback and their large cattle operations in action.
From all accounts it was a huge success and was enjoyed by all participants.As
a parting note, the US has accepted the offer to return the favor and host the
2nd World Wagyu Congress and Conference in four(4) years; 2019 SEE YOU
ALL THERE! For more information about the 2015 World Wagyu Conference
- Wagyu.org.au/2015-world-wagyu-conference/

WHITE HOUSE DINNER
The White House state dinner party held on April 28, 2015 was a great success.
The party had a guest list that included actor George Takei, Seattle Seahawks QB
Russell Wilson, Prime Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe, and of course the President.
Guest chef for the event was chef Masaharu Morimoto who worked with the
White House staff to prepare a meal that blended American and Japanese influences.
The four course meal included a caesar sashimi salad, some shikai maki, and a show stopping
desert menu. As you can guess the main course happened to be some Wagyu Beef more
specifically American Wagyu Beef Tenderloin. We know they made an excellent choice.

9

AWA

NEWSLETTER

JUNE
2015
WHY WAGYU SHOULD RECORD WITH BREEDPLAN - 3 PART SERIES
from Michael Beattie

American

日本の牛

Using BREEDPLAN to Assist
Animal Selection (Part 3)
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production changes over the last few decades. It has
worked wonderfully well for those industries, and works
just as well for the genetic evaluation of beef cattle.

BR

EEDPLA

N

BREEDPLAN is a genetic evaluation program that
compares animals on the basis of their value as parents,
that is, their breeding value. BREEDPLAN is all about
increasing accuracy of selection decisions, and when
properly understood and used, can be a significant aid to
a cattleman’s decision making when selecting animals for
use within a breeding program. Look through the jargon
and long titles and you will see that BREEDPLAN is
an industry based service backed by some of the best
expertise in the world.
BREEDPLAN considers all the pedigree and
performance information that is available on an
animal and its relatives to produce an estimate of an
animal’s breeding value, and reported as “Expected
Progeny Difference” (EPD).
The “CPU” of BREEDPLAN analysis is known as a
BLUP (Best Linear Unbiased Prediction) and is similar
technology to that which has been used by the poultry,
pig and dairy industries to make such dramatic
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Benefits of BREEDPLAN
The main benefit offered by BREEDPLAN is its
use as a selection tool to assist in the identification of
the most genetically superior animals for use within a
breeding program from those that are available. As
previously discussed, the greater the genetic superiority
of the animals that are selected to become parents
relative to the animals that were available for
selection, the higher the genetic improvement that
will be achieved.
In addition to its benefit as a tool to increase
the rate of genetic improvement through better
selection of animals, BREEDPLAN also offers seed
stock producers with a valuable marketing tool through
the provision of EPDs on sale animals.
Further Information
Hopefully the above discussion provides an answer to
the question “Why Should You (as a Wagyu Breeder)
record with BREEDPLAN?” Further information,
including an outline of what steps need to be followed
to start recording with BREEDPLAN, is available by
contacting staff at Wagyu Office on 208 262-8100.
Comprehensive information is also available from the
AWA website www.wagyu.org
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2015 AMERICAN WAGYU ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE

E c o n o m i c s a n d Te c h n o l o g y

Ocala, Florida
October 21 - 23, 2015
Annual AWA Conference
Central Florida is a major convention and family vacation destination as well as
being a major agricultural center for the state. Ocala, Florida, frequently referred
to as the "Horse Capital of the World" is an ideal location to host our 2015
Conference. Ocala is no more than a 90 minute drive to the Gulf of Mexico,
Atlantic coast, Disney World, or Universal Studios in Orlando. Fishing, golfing,
and beaches are in abundance with a year round warm and temperate climate.
Our Conference temperatures in October should range from 68 to 85 degrees.
It doesn't get much better than this!

www.wagyu.org

+1 208-262-8100

office@wagyu.org
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JUNE 12, 2015
Feeder Cattle Price 12-Jun-2015

West & Northwest

CO

wts
9-10
8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5
8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5
util
cn/cut
bulls

MT/WY

STEER

CA

NV/UT

Central

WA/OR
AZ/NM
/ID

TX

208-213
222-227
238-244
262-271
288-299
316-328

206-213
220-227
236-244
260-271
286-299
314-328

193-198
207-212
226-232
249-258
273-284
302-314

192-197
206-211
225-231
246-257
271-283
299-313

192-202
206-214
225-231
247-260
271-291
300-321

190-198
204-212
223-232
244-256
269-283
296-312

wts
9-10
8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5

199-193
216-222
240-249
263-274
290-302

198-204
215-222
239-249
262-274
289-302

191-196
208-214
229-238
250-261
282-294

190-195
206-213
228-238
246-260
281-294

188-195
206-213
227-238
248-260
279-292

188-196
204-213
227-239
244-258
280-295

8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5

HEIFER

COWS

103-113 103-113 107-115 104-115 96-113 104-114
94-104 95-107 98-106 99-107 93-104 96-106
132-142 130-141 129-142 125-140 127-140 125-145

util
cn/cut
bulls

West — Feeder cattle prices were $2 to $3
higher. Calf prices were steady to as much
as $4 higher. Cow prices were fully steady.
— Chad Spearman

KS/MO

STEER

DON’T FORGET...
12

2016
National Western Stock Show		
Denver, CO
NCBA Trade Show - San Diego, CA

NE

OK

IA

AL

198-202
214-218
235-240
248-255
268-278
303-315

201-209
213-221
229-235
252-260
275-288
305-320

209-214
223-228
239-245
263-272
289-300
317-329

207-212
217-222
238-244
262-271
289-300
323-335

202-206
217-221
235-240
253-260
277-287
306-318

206-211
217-222
238-244
261-270
289-300
323-335

wts
9-10
8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5

193-197
212-217
223-230
247-257
272-284

198-205
208-219
228-238
252-263
275-291

200-205
217-223
241-250
264-275
291-303

202-207
214-220
231-240
263-274
293-305

200-204
212-217
232-239
255-265
279-291

200-205
213-219
230-239
262-273
293-305

8-9
7-8
6-7
5-6
4-5

HEIFER

COWS

104-112 103-114 102-112 101-111 108-118 102-112
102-110 94-112 96-106 95-105 104-112 93-103
Central — Feeder cattle prices were $2 to $7
higher for the week, highest advances on 7
weights. Calf prices ranged from $2 lower to
$5 higher. Declines on new crop 5 weights.
Market cows were $2 to $4 lower.
— Troy Applehans

DATES TO REMEMBER
2015
NWSS Show Entry Commitment
AWA conference - Ocala, Fl		
Prime Time in the Sunshine		
Hosted by JDA - Ocala, Fl
NWSS Entry Deadline			

ND/SD

Southeast

July 1
Oct. 21-23
Oct. 24
Oct. 31
Jan. 18-23
Jan. 27-29

util
cn/cut
bulls

AR

FL

GA

LA/MS

KY/TN

195-199
208-212
219-224
244-251
258-268
285-297

196-200
210-214
223-228
248-255
265-275
300-312

191-195
204-208
212-217
241-249
254-264
283-295

195-199
208-212
216-221
244-251
257-267
285-297

195-199
208-212
218-223
244-251
260-270
285-297

204-208
212-216
216-221
238-245
252-262
272-284

194-198
207-212
218-225
232-242
256-268

196-200
205-210
221-228
240-250
268-280

190-194
203-208
214-221
228-238
254-266

194-198
207-212
217-224
231-241
256-268

194-198
207-212
218-225
234-244
258-270

200-204
201-206
216-223
235-245
258-270

STEER

HEIFER

COWS

107-116 104-112 106-116 108-118 100-110 105-110
103-108 100-108 104-111 106-113 95-105 101-106
130-134 130-138 135-143 139-145 132-142 126-136
Southeast — Feeder cattle prices were
steady to $3 higher for the week, most
advances on 6 weights. Calves were steady
to $5 higher. Market cows were $2 to $3
lower. — Troy Applehans

PIC of the MONTH
The Dry Age Room
found at Cabassi & Co,
Artisan Butchers

